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SUBJECT:MBFR: PRESS COMMENTS ON EASTERN COUNTER-PROPOSAL 

l.FOLLOWING IS UNCLEARED TRANSCRIPT OF EXCHANGE ON MBFR AT 
THE DEPARTMENT S NOON PRESS BRIEFING 6/13. BEGIN TEXT: 

Q. TOM, I JUST WANTED TO KNOW IF THERE WAS ANY OFFICIAL 
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REACTION TO THE SOVIET MBFR PROPOSALS. 

A. WELL, THE SOVIETS AND OTHER WARSAW PACT PARTICIPANTS 
IN THE MUTUAL AND BALANCED FORCE REDUCTION TALKS 
OFFERED NEW PROPOSALS LAST WEEK, IN RESPONSE TO A 
MAIOR NEGOTIATING INITIATIVE WHICH WE AND OUR ALLIES 
TABLED IN VIENNA IN APRIL. WE AND OUR ALLIES ARE 
STUDYING THE NEW EASTERN PROPOSALS CAREFULLY. 

THE NEGOTIATING POSITIONS OF THE TWO SIDES DIFFER 
SUBSTANTIALLY ON A NUMBER OF KEY POINTS, AND IT IS 
NOT YET CLEAR THAT THE WAY IS OPEN TO MOVE TOWARD 
AN AGREEMENT RESULTING IN REAL PARITY IN CENTRAL 
EUROPE AT LOWER FORCE LEVELS. 

IF THE PROPOSALS OF THE SOVIETS AND THEIR ALLIES ARE 
AN INDICATION OF THE FLEXIBILITY THAT WILL BE NEEDED 

TO MOVE THE TALKS FORWARD HOWEVER, THAT WOULD BE 
WELCOMED BY THE UNITED STATES AND BY OTHER NATO 
PARTICIPANTS IN THESE TALKS. 

Q. TOM, ACCORDING TO THE STORIES THAT HAVE BEEN 
REPORTED TODAY, THE SOVIETS HAVE ACCEPTED FOR THE 
FIRST TIME THE IDEA OF AN EQUAL CEILING. IF INDEED 
THAT IS THE CASE, IS THIS CONSIDERED A SIGNIFICANT 
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DEPARTURE FROM THEIR PREVIOUS POSITION? 

A. WELL, LET ME SAY THAT THE WARSAW PACT PARTICIPANTS 
IN THESE TALKS ASSERT THAT MANPOWER PARITY ALREADY 
EXISTS, AND THAT WE SHOULD PROCEED ON THAT BASIS TO 
REDUCE FORCES MORE OR LESS EQUALLY. 

IN FACT, HOWEVER, ALL OBJECTIVE ESTIMATES SHOW 
THAT THE WARSAW PACT HAS A VERY LARGE MANPOWER 
ADVANTAGE IN THE AREA OF FORCE REDUCTIONS. 

WE HAVE BEEN DISCUSSING MANPOWER DATA FOR SOME TIME 
IN THE TALKS, TO TRY TO REACH A COMMON UNDERSTANDING 
ABOUT FORCE DEFINITIONS AND FORCE LEVELS AS A BASIS 
FOR REDUCTIONS. A RESOLUTION OF THIS PROBLEM IS 
AN ESSENTIAL STEP IN REACHING AN AGREEMENT. 

Q. TOM, AS YOU KNOW, PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN 
HAS PROPOSED A MINISTERIAL LEVEL, OR HIGH LEVEL, 

MEETING ON THIS, IN VIENNA. WOULD YOU ADDRESS 
THAT NOW - HOW THIS MIGHT BE HELPFUL? 
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A. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT. NO. 

Q. TOM. ON THAT SAME THING, WHAT ARE THE ESTIMATES 
THAT YOU NOW HAVE ON THE WARSAW PACT STRENGTH AND 
NATO STRENGTH? WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE TWO? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT. 

Q. COULD YOU PLEASE GET THAT FIGURE? 

A. I'LL TRY. 

Q. THANK YOU. 
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END TEXT. 

2. AFTER THE BRIEFING, IN RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION 
ON FORCE LEVELS, THE FOLLOWING RESPONSE WAS POSTED: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

WITHOUT GOING INTO THE FIGURES THAT HAVE BREN 
EXCHANGED DURING THE NEGOTIATIONS IN VIENNA, 

THE ACTUAL STRENGTH OF WESTERN GROUND FORCES 
IN CENTRAL EUROPE CURRENTLY STANDS AT MORE THAN 
780,000. 

WE ESTIMATE THAT WARSAW PACT GROUND FORCES IN THE 
MBFR AREA EXCEED THE GROUND FORCES OF ALLIED 
STATES BY MORE THAN 150,000. 

END TEXT. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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